
Pittsburgh Mercy Receives Grant to
Enhance HIV Testing in Our Community

A generous grant of $28,880 will allow Pittsburgh
Mercy to provide expanded HIV testing to county
residents experiencing homelessness, as part of the

AIDS Free Pittsburgh (AFP) “Enhancing HIV Testing in Allegheny County" project.  

AFP is a public health initiative to end the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Allegheny County,
funded by Allegheny Health Network, the Highmark Foundation, the Jewish
Healthcare Foundation, and UPMC, and comprised of government agencies,
healthcare institutions, and community-based organizations that strive to support
and improve care for people living with HIV/AIDS and those at risk for acquiring HIV.
The Jewish Healthcare Foundation (JHF) serves as the fiscal agent for AFP and
funding for this project comes from Highmark Foundation. 

Putting the grant to use
Our Pittsburgh Mercy “HIV Outreach Prevention Screening (HOPS) Project'' will
screen persons ages 18+ who are experiencing homelessness and/or living
unsheltered and believe they are at risk for contracting HIV. We’ll mobilize our Street
Medicine and Street Outreach teams and utilize our primary care/laboratory facility
in the Southside and our new satellite primary care clinic at 905 Watson Street,
downtown. 

Target goals over the six-month project:
Conduct six “pop-up” testing events via our mobile medical units at designated
locations and at some of our partnering provider sites around the county. 
Complete 150 HIV screenings, using rapid HIV testing with follow-up blood     
tests to confirm any positive results.
To encourage participation, reward each person who completes a test with a   
 $10 gift card to Rite-Aid or Giant Eagle.
Distribute 1,000 hygiene kits with HIV prevention and testing information,
particularly to persons living in the area’s homeless camps.

 
Following our current practices for HIV testing, a counselor will be available to
provide support and assistance. Those testing positive will be assigned a Pittsburgh
Mercy benefits coordinator to ensure access to health care services and referred to
various specialists for treatment. 

“Individuals experiencing homelessness face additional barriers when it comes to
accessing health care, including HIV testing,” said Danielle Schnauber, CRNP and
lead coordinator for HOPS. “This grant will allow us to bring testing services directly
to vulnerable individuals, while at the same time raising community awareness
through outreach, visibility, and education.” 

http://www.pittsburghmercy.org


Know someone looking for a fulfilling new job? Pittsburgh Mercy is
actively seeking qualified applicants who embrace our mission and core
values. We offer a generous benefits package, a diverse and welcoming
environment, and the opportunity to make a real difference in the lives of
thousands of individuals in our community.

Our recruiting efforts have included Open Interview Days, ads on
Facebook and LinkedIn, and special incentives like generous sign-on
payments for those who join our behavioral health and intellectual
disabilities residential services programs. In addition, through the end of
June 2023, Pittsburgh Mercy will pay the cost of clearances for new and
existing colleagues who need them to meet program licensing
requirements. 

Visit and share our Career page link for details on current openings.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thank you for your support, which is essential to all of our work.
 Give today! 
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