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PITTSBURGH MERCY PARISH NURSE & HEALTH MINISTRY PROGRAM TO HOST  
VIRTUAL ‘FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH COMMUNITY NURSING’ COURSE  

Course designed for adult learners offers valuable education & resources to those interested in 
faith community nursing, health ministry, and spiritual care 

  
PITTSBURGH (June 8, 2022) – The Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, 
part of Pittsburgh Mercy and Trinity Health, serving in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy, will 
host “Foundations of Faith Community Nursing,” a five-day, virtual course that offers valuable 
education and resources to those preparing for faith community nursing and health ministry.  
 
This course is designed for registered nurses, other health care professionals, clergy, and 
laypersons who are interested in promoting health, wellness, and spirituality in their faith 
communities, beginning or growing a visitation ministry, and/or coordinating volunteers.  

The course is also open to those interested in whole-person health—balancing body, mind, and 
spirit—as related to personal growth and professional development in fields such as social 
work, teaching, counseling, mental health, substance use, urban ministry, youth advocacy, 
senior advocacy, disabilities, public health policy, community health, women’s and men’s 
health, and all specialties of nursing. 
 
After completing course requirements, registered nurses will receive 39.25 contact hours.* The 
five-day, 39.25-hour preparation curriculum is a hybrid course that includes in-classroom virtual 
presentations via Zoom meetings and online learning modules via HealthStream. The course 
will be offered from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. September 23 & 24; and October 1, 21 & 22, 2022. 
 
The Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program is an approved provider of the 
curriculum developed by the Westberg Institute for Faith Community Nursing, a ministry of 
Spiritual Care Association (SCA).** 
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The course covers the seven main roles of the faith community nurse (FCN): health educator, 
personal health counselor, health advocate, developer of support groups, integrator of faith 
and health, coordinator of volunteers, and resource and referral agent. 

Our focus is on adult learning activities, including small and large group discussion, case studies, 
storytelling with life application, creating a spiritual care board and self-care plan, daily 
participant reflections, healing service, brief video clips, music, mindful coloring, guided 
imagery, and much more. 

The hybrid course offers 15 online modules with live presentations taught by qualified faith 
community nurse educators and subject matter experts with diverse backgrounds and many 
years experience in their fields of practice. The modules focus on the spiritual dimension, 
professionalism, whole-person-centered health, and community.  To learn more about the 
course modules, visit: https://www.pittsburghmercy.org/faith-
communities/education/#virtual-foundations-of-faith-community-nursing-course. 
 
Class size is limited to 20 participants. 
 
Registered nurses who complete the course in its entirety will be commissioned as faith 
community nurses. The cost for registered nurses is $350 per person. In order to receive all 
39.25 continuing education credits (CEs), nurses must complete all required remote, self-
directed online learning, and post-evaluation forms. 

Laypersons who complete the course will be commissioned as health ministers. The cost for 
laypersons and others is $250 per person. 

All participants are required to purchase the Participant Guide (course textbook) before this 
course begins – see this link https://amzn.to/2NIG47d. Each participant completing the 
program will be awarded a Westberg Institute certificate and RNs will receive a UPMC 
certificate for continuing education credits. 

 
Limited, partial scholarship funds are available. Please inquire on the registration form. Be sure 
to ask about our $50 early registration discount. To be eligible for the early registration 
discount, registration and payment must be postmarked by August 26, 2022. 

The course application deadline is September 15, 2022. To register, download a copy of the 
course application, visit https://www.pittsburghmercy.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/02/PNP_Parish_Nurse_Course_Application_Feb-2022_FINAL.pdf. 

For more information about the Foundations of Faith Community Nursing 
Course, please contact us at 412-442-1951 or email ParishNurse@pittsburghmercy.org. 
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*There will be 39.25 continuing education (CE) credits provided to registered nurses. The 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) is accredited as a provider of continuing nursing 
education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation 
(ANCC). UPMC and ANCC do not endorse any commercial products as a result of this CE activity. 

Speakers have no relevant financial or nonfinancial relationships to disclose in regard to 
Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, part of Pittsburgh Mercy and Trinity 
Health, serving in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy. 

** This Foundations of Faith Community Nursing course is based on the curriculum developed 
through the Westberg Institute for Faith Community Nursing, a ministry of the Spiritual Care 
Association. The curriculum is owned by Church Health Center of Memphis, Inc., 1350 Concourse 
Ave., Suite 142, Memphis, TN 38104.  

 

About the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program 
The Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, part of Pittsburgh Mercy and 
Trinity Health, serving in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy, was the first parish nurse 
program in Southwestern Pennsylvania. The program integrates faith and health, and has 
served more than 4,000 health care professionals and laypersons who volunteer in their faith 
communities, and has commissioned nearly 400 faith community nurses and health ministers 
through the “Foundations of Faith Community Nursing” preparation course. To learn more 
about the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, or to make a donation in 
support of its important work in the community, visit http://www.pittsburghmercy.org. 
 
About Pittsburgh Mercy  
Pittsburgh Mercy is a person-centered, population-based, trauma-informed community health 
and wellness provider. It is the region’s only Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic 
(CCBHC) and Integrated Community Wellness Center. We reach out and offer help – and hope – 
to some of our community’s most vulnerable populations: people who have physical and 
behavioral health challenges; people with intellectual disabilities; and people who are 
experiencing addiction, homelessness, abuse, and other forms of trauma. Our mission is to be a 
compassionate and transforming, healing presence within our communities. Pittsburgh Mercy 
is a member of Trinity Health and serves in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy. With annual 
operating revenue of $112 million, Pittsburgh Mercy is one of the largest health and human 
service nonprofit organizations and employers in Southwestern Pennsylvania. We serve more 
than 33,000 people annually in 60+ locations and employ 1,200 colleagues. For more 
information or to make a donation in support of our mission, visit www.pittsburghmercy.org.  
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