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PITTSBURGH MERCY PARISH NURSE & HEALTH MINISTRY PROGRAM HOSTS 
HEALTH MINISTRY PRAYER GATHERING: IGNITE THE INNER SPIRIT 
A virtual opportunity to expand knowledge of spiritual care and health ministry 

  
PITTSBURGH (September 28, 2020) – The Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, 
part of Pittsburgh Mercy and Trinity Health, is hosting a Health Ministry Prayer Gathering: Ignite the 
Inner Spirit on Saturday, November 21, 2020 via Zoom meeting from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. ET. 
 
The event will provide two continuing education (CE) credits to registered nurses, resources, and 
fellowship opportunities to individuals who are interested in spiritual care and health ministry. 
Attendees learn from our Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse Team, guest speaker Anne Papinchak, and 
each other as they enhance their knowledge of caring for people in need in their faith communities as 
well as the community at large. 

Papinchak is a spiritual director who works with individual persons, parish leaders, groups and teams, 
and faith communities that long to understand and/or strengthen their relationship with God. She 
creates trust, empathy, respect, and understanding while providing individuals with guidance, 
techniques, and resources for spiritual growth and spiritual health. 

Her spiritual formation is based in Ignatian spirituality. She has completed extensive education through 
Pneuma Institute in Pittsburgh, Pa. and the West Virginia Institute of Spirituality. After 20-plus years of 
both individual and team leadership experience in various for-profit organizations, Papinchak decided to 
become an independent management consultant and executive coach. She partners with her clients in 
both for-profit and not-for-profit organizations to create great cultures by developing strong leaders and 
high performing teams.  

To learn more about her, visit her websites: www.discerningspirit.com and https://greatworkcoach.com. 
 
The Prayer Gathering is expected to draw faith community nurses and parish nurses, registered nurses, 
licensed practical nurses, certified nurse practitioners, clergy, health ministers, pastoral and social 
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ministers, physicians, health and social service professionals, licensed professional counselors, health 
care educators, nursing students, seminarians, and others interested in promoting whole-person health 
(balancing body, mind, and spirit). 

The cost is $30 for registered nurses wishing to receive two continuing education credits, $15 for those 
who do not wish to receive continuing education credits, and $10 for undergraduate nursing students, 
seminarians, religious, and clergy. Cost includes Zoom invitation and handouts. Partial, limited 
scholarships upon request. 

Registration and full payment are accepted by U.S. mail only. Virtual space is limited. Early registration is 
encouraged. Registration must be postmarked by Wednesday, November 11, 2020.  

For more information, please contact the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program at 
412-232-5815 or email ParishNurse@pittsburghmercy.org. 

About the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program 
Established in 1991, the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, part of Pittsburgh 
Mercy and Trinity Health, serving in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy, was the first parish nurse 
program in Southwestern Pennsylvania. The program integrates faith and health, and has served more 
than 4,000 health care professionals and laypersons who volunteer in their faith communities, and has 
commissioned nearly 400 faith community nurses and health ministers through the “Foundations of 
Faith Community Nursing” Preparation Course. To learn more about the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse 
& Health Ministry Program, or to make a donation in support of its important work in the community, 
visit http://www.pittsburghmercy.org/. 
 
About Pittsburgh Mercy  
Pittsburgh Mercy is a person-centered, population-based, trauma-informed community health and 
wellness provider and the region’s only Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic (CCBHC). We reach 
out and offer help – and hope – to some of our community’s most vulnerable populations: people who 
have physical and behavioral health challenges; intellectual disabilities; and people who are 
experiencing addiction, homelessness, abuse, and other forms of trauma. Our mission is to be a 
compassionate and transforming, healing presence within our communities. Pittsburgh Mercy is a 
member of Trinity Health and serves in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy. With annual operating 
revenue of $110 million, Pittsburgh Mercy is one of the largest health and human service nonprofit 
organizations and employers in Southwestern Pennsylvania. We serve more than 33,000 people 
annually in 60+ locations and employ 1,400 colleagues. 
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