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BRING BACK THE FUNDS: 

PITTSBURGH MERCY & OTHER BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PROVIDERS  
ACROSS PENNSYLVANIA ADVOCATE FOR VITAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH FUNDS 

It’s time for Pennsylvania to pull down the millions in available federal dollars 
for the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable residents and support a national 

movement toward high-quality, standardized behavioral health care 
 
ALLEGHENY, BERKS, CLEARFIELD, JEFFERSON, McKEAN, MONTGOMERY, AND PHILADELPHIA 
COUNTIES (December 10, 2019) – Pennsylvania’s Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics 
(CCBHCs) today held same-day events in their communities to call upon Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Wolf and Department of Human Services Secretary Teresa Miller to release millions of dollars 
in available federal funds for vital behavioral health services for Pennsylvania’s most vulnerable 
residents: persons with mental health and substance use disorders.  
 
Pennsylvania was one of the first eight states in the U.S. to embrace the CCBHC model as the 
best practice, gold standard in behavioral health care. Yet Pennsylvania is the only state that 
has not pulled down the funds. 
 
The six Pennsylvania CCBHCs and their primary service areas include:   
 
• Berks Counseling Center in Berks County 
• CenClear Child Services in Clearfield and Jefferson Counties 
• NorthEast Treatment Centers (NET Centers) in Philadelphia County 
• Pittsburgh Mercy in Allegheny County 
• Resources for Human Development (RHD) in Montgomery County 
• The Guidance Center in McKean County. 
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In the first two years under the innovative federal CCBHC model, Pennsylvania CCBHC providers 
expanded access to services, dramatically reduced wait times, improved quality and 
coordination of care, implemented new programs, and met reporting requirements that 
enabled participating states to track and benchmark outcomes. Unlike Federally Qualified 
Health Centers and Rural Health Centers, prior to the CCBHC model, there were no recent 
national standards for behavioral health care, no systems in place to help measure and analyze 
outcomes data, and no benchmarks to help providers improve quality. Prior to CCBHCs, there 
were wide variations in services, delivery systems, quality, and outcomes.  
 
Pennsylvania’s behavioral health care leaders say the creation and implementation of the 
CCBHC model under Section 223 of the Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014 was the first 
recent, important step in a national movement to ensure communities across the 
Commonwealth have access to high-quality, standardized behavioral health care that was 
centered on the needs of the whole person. CCBHCs are required to meet certain requirements 
regarding scope of services, staffing, and timeliness of access to evidence-based care.  
 
Pittsburgh Mercy, a community health and wellness provider, is the only CCBHC in Western 
Pennsylvania. In its first two years as a CCBHC provider, Pittsburgh Mercy expanded access to 
behavioral health services, reduced wait times for services from 10.1 to 1.5 days, and served 
10,500+ unduplicated individuals; 80% of that group had not accessed behavioral health 
services in the prior six months. 
 
Funding for the two-year, federal CCBHC demonstration pilot ended June 30, 2019. To date, the 
U.S. House of Representatives, the U.S. Senate, and the President have supported continued 
funding and CCBHC expansion. At the federal level, the Senate Finance Committee announced 
bipartisan support and agreement on Dec. 6, 2019 on a two-year extension and 11-state 
expansion of the federal CCBHC program. If approved, the agreement would more than double 
the size of the current federal program. The funding was included as part of a broader, year-
end package of health care bills. The measure must still be voted on by the House and Senate, 
and signed by the President. Since July 1, five temporary funding extensions have been granted, 
the latest through Dec. 20. 2019. However, Pennsylvania is the only state that has yet to pull 
down the millions in federal funds that are already available to sustain vital behavioral health 
services for the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable residents. 
 
The current payment structure reimburses Pittsburgh Mercy half of the total cost of care. Since 
July 1, 2019, Pittsburgh Mercy has lost more than $4.5 million on CCBHC services. The losses 
simply are not sustainable. 
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CCBHCs were designed to cover the total cost of care. Without access to these important 
federal funds, Pennsylvania CCBHCs will have to make cuts to vital behavioral health services. 
Such cuts would be devastating to the nearly 1 in every 5 adults who have mental health 
conditions and thousands of others who live with substance use disorders (addictions) 
associated with alcohol, opioids, tobacco, and other drugs.   
 
“This is not a Pittsburgh Mercy issue or a Western Pennsylvania issue,” said Tony Beltran, 
president and CEO of Pittsburgh Mercy. “The effects are devastating and are being felt every 
day by people, families, providers, and in multiple communities across the Commonwealth.” 
 
Two deaths and one incarceration have been documented by Pennsylvania CCBHCs in recent 
months. Leaders of all six Pennsylvania CCBHCs say these and other catastrophic outcomes are 
a direct result of CCBHC cuts, and such outcomes can be prevented if Pennsylvania pulls down 
the available federal funds. 
 
If Pennsylvania does not take immediate action on this issue, Pennsylvania CCBHC leaders say  
even more people will experience unmet needs, cuts to vital services, reduced access, 
decreased capacity, longer wait times, and less care coordination, which will result in increases 
in emergency department visits, hospitalizations, incarcerations, incidents in homelessness, and 
possibly deaths.  
 
“As one of the first states to embrace the innovative CCBHC model of care, and in a state that 
has created multiple task forces to address the complex needs of vulnerable populations, these 
outcomes are not acceptable and, in many instances, are preventable if Pennsylvania accepts 
the funds,” said Beltran. “These are people’s lives. Now is the time for Pennsylvania to take 
action and do what’s best for the Commonwealth’s most vulnerable residents. Bring back the 
funds.” 
 
Beltran thanked Pennsylvania CCBHC leaders, persons and families served, elected officials, 
faith community leaders, community partners, and others stakeholders locally and across the 
Commonwealth for standing together to advocate for the vital CCBHC and other essential 
behavioral health funding. Since early November, more than 1,000 people have sent 5,000 
emails to Gov. Wolf, Sec. Miller, their state representatives, and state senators on this issue. 
Dozens of people made phone calls to their elected officials. Hundreds of individuals and 
families whom Pittsburgh Mercy serves wrote letters, which Beltran personally delivered to 
Gov. Wolf’s office in Harrisburg Nov. 20.  
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Pennsylvania CCBHC leaders have requested multiple times to meet with Gov. Wolf, Sec. Miller, 
and others in their administration regarding this issue. To date, their requests have gone 
unanswered. 
 
Beltran concluded the event in Pittsburgh by thanking Pennsylvania legislators for their 
continued bipartisan support of the national movement toward high-quality, standardized 
behavioral health care. He then invited Pennsylvania residents ages 18 years and older to raise 
their voices and use this link to urge Gov. Wolf and other Pennsylvania leaders to pull down the 
funds: http://advocacy.trinity-health.org/trinityhealth/app/take-action?engagementId=503135.   
 
The link is also available on the home page of Pittsburgh Mercy’s website, 
www.pittsburghmercy.org and on social media. For updates, follow Pittsburgh Mercy on 
Facebook, PghMercy on Twitter, and pghmercy on Instagram. 
 
About Pittsburgh Mercy 
Pittsburgh Mercy, a member of Trinity Health, serving in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy, 
is a person-centered, population-based, trauma-informed community health and wellness 
provider. Pittsburgh Mercy, home to the region’s only Certified Community Behavioral Health 
Clinic, is also one of the largest nonprofit organizations and employers in Southwestern 
Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh Mercy includes Bethlehem Haven, McAuley Ministries, Pittsburgh 
Mercy Behavioral Health, Pittsburgh Mercy Community Health, Pittsburgh Mercy Intellectual 
Disabilities Services, the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, Pittsburgh 
Mercy’s Operation Safety Net®, and Pittsburgh Mercy Family Health Center. Together, these 
Pittsburgh Mercy programs and their 1,500 employees serve more than 33,000 individuals 
annually at 70+ locations in Southwestern Pennsylvania. To learn more about Pittsburgh Mercy, 
or to make a donation in support of its important work in the community, visit 
www.pittsburghmercy.org. 
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