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PITTSBURGH MERCY PARISH NURSE & HEALTH MINISTRY PROGRAM  
OFFERS EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS FOR NURSES, CLERGY, AND OTHERS 

‘Spiritual Care of the Elderly with Dementia’  

 
PITTSBURGH (April 15, 2019) – The Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, a 
member of Trinity Health, serving in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy, will host five Health 
Ministry Educational Support Meetings in Allegheny and Beaver counties during May and June 
2019 that will provide two contact hours for registered nurses and valuable information for 
health ministers and others. 
 
This educational offering, “Spiritual Care of the Elderly with Dementia,” will focus on 
understanding dementia and the collection of symptoms that are caused by disorders affecting 
the brain. Participants will explore the roles of faith community nurses and health ministers as 
they offer spiritual care to those parishioners/congregation members with dementia and their 
family caregivers. 
 
The meeting can benefit faith community nurses, health ministers, registered nurses, licensed 
practical nurses, clergy/laity, and anyone interested in learning about wholistic care approach 
(whole-person health) and committed to educating their local parishioners. The goal of the 
meeting is to emphasize the importance of networking, fellowship, learning, and peer support 
for faith community nurses and health ministers as they assist their congregations and local 
community to better whole-person health – body, mind, and spirit.   
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The meeting is free for those who do not wish to receive continuing education credits and $10 
for registered nurses who want the educational credits. A check or cash are acceptable at the 
door. Light refreshments will be provided.  
 
Upon completion, participants will be able to: 

 Define dementia and recognize common types of dementia 

 Understand the role of the faith community nurse and health minister in providing 
spiritual care to those members with dementia and their family caregivers 

 Discuss using a wholistic care approach and interventions that have a supportive stance 
compared to a confrontational stance 

 Explore various religious objects that may have spiritual and emotional significance as 
one’s cognition declines.                  

 
Registration for all sessions begins at 5:30 p.m.; the program runs from 6 to 8 p.m.  
 
Locations and dates are: 
 

 Penn Hills: Monday, May 20—Zion Lutheran Church, community room, 11609 
Frankstown Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235.  

 McCandless: Thursday, May 30—Southwestern Pennsylvania Lutheran Synod, chapel 
area, 9625 Perry Highway (intersection of Route 19 and Ingomar Road), Pittsburgh, PA 
15237. Chapel area. Use upper parking lot, accessible from Ingomar Road. 

 Bethel Park: Thursday, June 6—Christ United Methodist Church, Conference Room 
A105, 44 Highland Road, Bethel Park, PA 15102. Enter church building door No. 2 under 
portico. 

 Aliquippa: Wednesday, June 12—Saint Francis Cabrini Catholic Church, basement area 
of Rectory Meeting House, 115 Trinity Drive, Aliquippa, PA 15001.  

 Pittsburgh (Uptown): Wednesday, June 19—UPMC Mercy Hospital, Sr. M. Ferdinand 
Clark Auditorium side A, 1400 Locust Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219. Use hospital parking 
garage and ticket will be validated. 

 
While attending the location nearest to one’s faith community is suggested to benefit from 
peer support and local community resources, participants are welcome to attend the session 
that best suits their schedule.  
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The University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) is accredited as a provider of continuing 
nursing education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation 
(ANCC). A participant must attend the entire session and complete an evaluation form before 
being awarded a certificate and two continuing education credits. Partial credit is not awarded. 
UPMC and ANCC do not endorse any commercial products as a result of this CE activity.   
 
For more information or to register, contact the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health 
Ministry Program at 412-232-5815 or email ParishNurse@pittsburghmercy.org. 
 
 
About the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program 
Established in 1991, the Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, a member of 
Trinity Health, serving in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy, was the first parish nurse program 
in Southwestern Pennsylvania. The program integrates faith and health, and has served more 
than 4,000 health care professionals and laypersons who volunteer in their faith communities, 
and has commissioned nearly 400 faith community nurses and health ministers through the 
“Foundations of Faith Community Nursing” preparation course. To learn more about the 
Pittsburgh Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry Program, or to make a donation in support of 
its important work in the community, visit www.pittsburghmercy.org. 
 
About Pittsburgh Mercy 
Pittsburgh Mercy, a member of Trinity Health, serving in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy, is a 
person-centered, trauma-informed, population-based community health and wellness provider. 
Pittsburgh Mercy is one of the largest employers and the only Certified Community Behavioral 
Health Clinic in Southwestern Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh Mercy includes Bethlehem Haven, 
McAuley Ministries, Pittsburgh Mercy Behavioral Health, Pittsburgh Mercy Community Health, 
Pittsburgh Mercy Intellectual Disabilities Services, Mercy Parish Nurse & Health Ministry 
Program, Pittsburgh Mercy’s Operation Safety Net®, and Pittsburgh Mercy Family Health Center. 
Together, these Pittsburgh Mercy programs and their 1,700 employees serve more than 33,000 
individuals annually at more than 60 locations in Southwestern Pennsylvania. To learn more 
about Pittsburgh Mercy or to make a donation in support of its important work in the 
community, visit www.pittsburghmercy.org. 
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