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Linda Shaw  Harmony Presbyterian Church,                

      Washington, PA  

Cathy McGurk Holy Apostles Roman Catholic Church,  

      Pittsburgh, PA  

Susan Overly  United Methodist Church,   

      New Stanton, PA  

Mary Ann Kestner Holy Apostles Roman Catholic Church,  

      Pittsburgh, PA  

Marian Fedak  Holy Apostles Roman Catholic Church,       

      Pittsburgh, PA  

Chelo Cruz-Martinez Saint Regis Roman Catholic Church,                

      Pittsburgh, PA  

The cohortôs shadow box is in the image of a   

bouquet of flowers in a vase. Each participant  

added a piece of fabric to signify their life and their 

uniqueness. They present their God-given gifts and 

time to the realm of health ministry. They have 

been blended together to create one piece of art, 

depicting their Christian unity.  

Blessings to all as they serve God!  

Advent  (November 27 through December 24, 2016)  

Make room in your heart and in your busy days throughout 

the month for a few minutes each day to do the following:  

  *read Scriptures  

  *reflect on a brief  devotion  

  *pray  and prepare for the Savior to come  

For more suggestions, visit http://endhunger.org/advent/  



 

 

 

 

Our annual symposium held on Saturday, October 22, 2016 in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania was entitled ñWho is My Neighbor: The Mission Field for Faith 

and Health.ò It was a great success assisting participants to reflect more 

deeply on how we provide wholistic care (whole person care approach) 

to those we serve in our faith communities. This symposium moved the 

aim beyond ecumenical boundaries, and intersected faith and health 

concerns across social avenues focusing on those who are identified 

with homelessness, hunger, poverty, and other experiences of     trau-

ma. The three presenters were engaging and encouraged questions via 

a panel discussion that challenged us to address our unique skills and 

tools as we provide trauma-informed care and best practices.  The Spir-

it-filled room opened and closed with prayer and singing as we bonded 

together.  

Participants had the opportunity to share ideas and suggestions        

regarding their faith community nursing programs and health ministries. 

Addressing the spiritual needs of our congregations through wholistic 

care was met with small group conversations during the luncheon.  

We are grateful to our guest speakers, Rev. Dr. George Steffey,            

Alexis Weber, and Mark Rogalsky for their insight and expertise as they 

motivated participants to ñthink outside the boxò in the field of health ministry. 

They inspired us with their gift of storytelling. We are also grateful to all the 

participants who attended and shared their precious time and enthusiasm 

about health ministry.  Attendees learned from each other and became better 

equipped to reach out to their faith communities through the ministry of   

healing. As it says in Isaiah 64:8 NIV  ñWe are the clay, You are the potter; 

we are all the work of Your hand.ò Godôs blessings as we soon begin the new 

year 2017!  

  

Mercy Parish Nurse and Health Ministry  

24th Annual Symposium  

October 22, 2016  
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http://www.pmhs.org/pdf/Perspectives_Fall_2013_Mayernik_Article.pdf
mailto:ParishNurse@pmhs.org?subject=Electronic%20Documentation%20System


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Class size is limited to 20 participants.  

¶ Registration ends February 15, 2017 . 

¶ Cost: $395 for RNs which include CEs.  

¶ Cost: $200 for non -RNs.  

¶ $50 early registration discount with full 

payment  and postmarked by January 24th .  

¶ Pittsburgh Mercy employee discount.    

¶ Hybrid course: online modules and      

classroom presentations.  

¶ Limited, partial scholarships are available  

  upon request.  

¶ Location: UPMC Mercy, Uptown.  

¶ Free parking and continental breakfast.  

¶ Call our office and ask about our church  

  group rate for 3 or more participants.  
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Faith Community Nurse & Health Minister  

Preparation Course  

Westberg Institute for Faith Community Nursing Curriculum  
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For Application, please visit                                                                                                    

https://www.pittsburghmercy.org/parish -

nurse -program/education -and -

resources.aspx  
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